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SUBJECT: 70TH FAO COUNCIL - SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) 

REF: ROME 19289 

1 . DELEGATION TALKS WITH DIRECTOR GENERAL, INDEPENDENT CHAIRMAN 
AND LEGAL COUNSEL LEAD US BELIEVE THERE IS CHANCE COUNCIL WILL 
"ACCEPT" REPORT (CL 70/5(A)) OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AND 
LEGAL MATTERS (WHICH IS A COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND ADVISORY TO 
COUNCIL, NOT CONFERENCE) AND TAKE LESS THAN DEFINITIVE STAND ON 
SPECIFIC QUESTION OF SRV STANDING AS OF THIS DATE. IN OUR TALKS 

NO ONE HAS SERIOUSLY DISPUTED OUR CONTENTION THAT ONLY FAO 
CONFERENCE CAN DECIDE MEMBERSHIP ISSUES. HOWEVER, ALL AGREE, AS 
DO WE, THAT LEGAL ASPECTS WILL NOT BE DECIDING FACTOR IF ISSUE IS 
DEBATED ON THE FLOOR. REPORT CCLM PROVIDES EXCELLENT BASIS FOR 
COUNCIL SEATING OF SRV. 

2. LEGAL COUNSEL HAS EXPRESSED PRIVATE PREFERENCE FOR PASSING 
ISSUE FROM COUNCIL WITH MINOR ATTENTION TO BE SETTLED EVENTUALLY 
THROUGH CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE OF 19TH CONFERENCE WHICH MEETS 
NOVEMBER, 1977 BUT RECOGNIZES THAT IS LONG PERIOD FOR THIS 
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POLITICAL/EMOTIONAL MATTER TO AWAIT FINAL SETTLEMENT. 
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3. CRUX OF MATTERS SEEMS TO BE HOW FAO LEADERSHIP WOULD REGARD 
THE SRV, I.E. AS OBSERVER OR FAO MEMBER, IN INTERIM. IF THEY 

WOULD REGARD THEM AS "OBSERVERS" ON THE BASIS OF A COUNCIL REPORT 
WHICH ONLY "ACCEPTS" REPORT OF CCLM, BELIEVE WE SHOULD REMAIN 
SILENT WHEN ISSUE PRESENTED. THIS WOULD ACCORD WITH SECOND 
SENTENCE, PARA 1 OF US POSITION AND PERHAPS PREVENT DEBATE IN 
WHICH FORMAL DECISION OR RECOMMENDATION ON ACCEPTANCE OF SRV MEMBER- 
SHIP WOULD BE CERTAIN. CHINA HAS ADVISED INDEPENDENT CHAIRMAN PRC 
WILL NOT SPEAK IF US DOES NOT DEBATE ISSUE. 

4. DELEGATION ATTEMPTING CLARIFY WITH DIRECTOR-GENERAL EXACT 
STATUS WHICH SECRETARIAT WILL ACCORD SRV IF SCENARIO OUTLINED 
PARA 3 CAN BE OBTAINED. DIRECTOR-GENERAL AND INDEPENDENT CHAIR- 
MAN ARE AWARE US WILL NEED RESERVE POSITION IF COUNCIL FORMALLY 
INDICATES THAT SRV IS NOW AN FAO MEMBER. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: NONE AT MOMENT UNLESS PARA 3 CAUSES DIF- 
FICULTY. WILL ADVISE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL DISCUSSIONS. AMONG 
MANY UNCERTAINTIES IS QUESTION OF WHETHER SOME OF COUNCIL "RED 
HOTS", GUINEA FOR INSTANCE, WILL FEEL NEED BECOME INVOLVED.VOLPE 
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